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Meetings: 

 

The Planning Board will meet on September 12th beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  

Agendas were distributed in last week’s Council Packets. 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

September 14, 2017 in Council Chambers.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets.   

 

Other: 

 

At Thursday’s informational meeting, Police Department staff and Corporation Counsel Kristin 

Collins will review a modified version of the proposed pawn shop regulatory ordinance (as 

recommended by the Chief). This revised version reflects concerns that were voiced by members 

of the public and councilors when this was last discussed in the spring. A copy of the new 

version is enclosed in your packets. 

 

Also ready for discussion are the Planning Board vetted proposed Historic District overlay 

zoning amendments (also enclosed with a memorandum from Matt Nazar).  

 

The City owns a small piece of land off Oxford Street that was taken for non-payment of 

property taxes some time ago. I am advised that two abutters each have an interest in buying it. I 

am recommending that you authorize it to be sold to the highest bidders at open public auction (I 

will serve as the auctioneer). As can be seen from the enclosed tax map, the location of the parcel 

does not lend itself to splitting it between the interested parties so a clean sale seems the most 

appropriate course. 

 

Finally, as Councilor Conti briefly discussed last week, in order to finance improvements to the 

Inn at City Hall and Kennebec Plaza senior housing complexes, the non-profit entity that owns 

them (Housing Initiatives of New England) has proposed establishing a for-profit subsidiary to 

raise tax-credit capital to improve both properties. Adopting this TIF would have no adverse 

financial implications for the City. HINE President Cyndy Taylor will be present to discuss this 

with you. 
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